SPORTS

Veterans and
rookies combine
to propel Estero
WILDCATS WELCOMES
INFLUX OF TALENTED
FRESHMEN
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Below: Estero High freshman Elise
Tutton (3) faces two Golden Gate defenders -- Kiara Brightmon, left, and
Kelly Cortes
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hen a half-dozen freshmen
made the girls varsity soccer
team at Estero High School,
senior Maria Frank ﬁgured
she might see a thing or two from the
rookies that would cause her to shake
her head.
She was right.
“I think this is the silliest group of
freshmen we’ve ever had,” Frank said.
“When a song comes on, they’re the ones
you see dancing; it’s not us seniors. We’ll
be like ‘it’s time to get in shape, we’re
about to start warming up,’ and they’ll
just be doing their little dance.”
They might be silly, but they’re also
very talented.
In regard to dancing ability, the judges’ scores are unknown, but as far as
their performance on the ﬁeld, the players from the class of 2016 have received
high marks.
“It’s not only their level of play, but it’s
that they all want to play,” said Frank, a
fourth-year varsity defender.“They all get
along with everybody. They’re not shy.
They’re not scared. They come out here
and they know what they want.”
Estero’s starting line-up usually features three or four freshmen. Two of the
team’s top three goal scorers are freshmen. Other freshmen are contributing
elsewhere to a squad that took a 7-4-1
record into this week.
The impressive inﬂux of newbies
couldn’t have come at a better time in
the wake of the Wildcats losing a deep
senior core — which included Frank’s
sister Jessica — from last year’s club
that went 15-4-1 and was ousted in the
3A regional semiﬁnals.
“This year’s freshmen are good,” said
Estero coach Greg Bueno. “This was one
of the hardest tryouts I’ve had as far as
picking a team. We had a great freshmen
class come in. The freshmen are very impressive and very skilled. They’re going
to be a big force in the future.”
In some eye-opening ways, that future
has already arrived.
After she helped Estero’s cross country
team win a state championship, freshman
Daley Cline made the transition to the
soccer ﬁeld in midseason and promptly
scored ﬁve goals in her ﬁrst high school
game, a 13-0 win against East Lee County
on Nov. 27.
“Score ﬁve goals, you’re doing something right in any game,” Bueno said. “I
expect tremendous things from her, even
though we’re only going to get her half
the season each year. We mark it on our
calendar when we’re going to get her.”
“She’s been playing great,” Frank

Estero High senior Aja Curth, right, battles Golden Gate’s Naila Cruz
on Dec. 6 at Estero High School. Curth scored her team-leading 20th
and 21st goals of the season to lead the Wildcats to an 8-0 win.

said. “She scored in the last minute and
a-half against Riverdale that saved us
from a loss. She always seems to know
right where to be in front of the net.
When the ball gets crossed, she’s right
there to score.”
Cline, a forward whose sister Alexa is
a third-year varsity midﬁelder, has eight
goals in just ﬁve games. One notch ahead
of her among the team scoring leaders is
Taylor Hatch, another freshman forward
who has shined in her debut season. Hatch
is second on the team with nine goals in
12 games. Some of those goals have come
in clutch moments. Hatch scored a goal
in her ﬁrst high school game, a 2-1 win
against Barron Collier on opening night,
and she notched both goals in a 2-1 win
against Lehigh.
Elise Tutton (3 goals, 8 points), Jessica
Monteiro (2 goals, 8 points), Taylor DeSanto (1 goal, 6 points) and goalkeeper
Kayla Howard (shutout Immokalee in
her third career game) are among the
other freshmen who have contributed
right away.
During the past few years, opposing
teams only had one Curth to worry about.
Now they have to deal with two.
Tallyn Curth, the freshman sister of
senior forward Aja Curth, is making an
impact on defense in her ﬁrst season. She
has helped ﬁll a void as a replacement for
junior Ali Wiley, who has been out of action recentlydue to a leg injury.
“Tallyn stepped up and she played phenomenal. I love having her back there. I
trust her on defense,” said Frank, who
quarterbacks the backline with junior
Jordan Ward. Meanwhile, up front, the
other Curth continues to do what she does
best: play an aggressive brand of soccer
and score goals.

“Aja is scoring a lot of goals,” Bueno
said. “This is her ﬁrst year she’s played
the whole season for soccer. What she’s
found out these past couple games is that
teams are keying on her and are making
life a little difficult out there for her. She’s
also playing some defense for us when we
get in tight games. She goes back there
and stabilizes our defense a little bit because she’s probably the fastest girl on our
team. She’s having a tremendous year.”
The elder Curth, who wants to play
for FGCU, leads the team in goals with
21 and in points with 49. She already
has two 5-goal games this season and a
4-goal game.
Curth likes the way the team is jelling,
even though the Wildcats endured costly
lapses in losses against North Fort Myers
and Naples.
“We have a lot of potential and a lot of
talent,” said Curth, who, similar to Frank,
is in her fourth year on varsity. “Every
girl on this team has played soccer before
this. We just lose sight of what we want
sometimes. Like when we played against
North and Naples, we kind of slacked, but
I know their potential. I know what we
can do as a team.”
Coming off a season in which she registered a remarkable 12 shutouts, senior
goalie Kylie Waters provides a steady
presence between the posts, a job which
takes seriously. Last week, Waters dove for
balls and ﬂung her body into the air to stop
shots. And that was just during warm-ups
prior to an 8-0 win against Golden Gate. In
fact, Waters saw far more action in warmups than she did in the game.
“Kylie is doing great,” Bueno said.
“She was injured the ﬁrst few games.
She’s an aggressive goalkeeper. You’ll
see her diving all over the place, not

afraid to get dirty. She plays goalie like
she plays shortstop.”
With seasoned returners from last
year’s club like Waters, Frank, Wiley,
Ward, Alexa Cline, Aja Curth, Liz Richmond, Gina Parker, Hanna Cain, Allison
Horner and Bayleigh Jauregui, there is a
solid base with plenty of experience in
place for Estero to make some noise in the
postseason along with the addition of the
freshmen. Still, there’s room for improvement. So far, the Wildcats have come up
short against some of the tougher foes
on their schedule, including Plantation
juggernaut American Heritage, which
handed Estero a 5-0 loss in the fourth
game of the season.
“They were bigger than us, faster than
us and more skilled than us, but the (Estero) girls, from the ﬁrst half to the second
half, made an unbelievable change in effort and played together as a team,” Bueno
said. “It was a good experience for them
because American Heritage is traditionally a powerhouse in the state and in the
nation. I want to play the top schools…..
That’s how we’re going to get better.”
Estero will host South Fort Myers on
Thursday at 7:30 p.m. before playing its
ﬁnal game of the 2012 calendar year on
Monday at Cape Coral’s Island Coast.
When the team returns from the holiday
break in early January, a rematch from last
year’s regional semiﬁnal against Mariner
and a senior night ﬁnale against powerful
Ida Baker will highlight the remaining
portion of the regular season.
Of course, the Wildcats hope more
highlights come in the postseason.
“I watched the seniors cry last year
when we got knocked out of regionals.
I’m like, I don’t want that to happen,”
Curth said.
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Members of Shadow Wood Country Club in Bonita Springs and the Florida Gulf Coast University’s mens tennis team participate in ‘The Eagles Have Landed,’ a fund raiser for the team.
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More than 100 members of Shadow Wood Country Club participated
in Florida Gulf Coast University’s
men’s tennis celebration titled The
Eagles Have Landed on Nov. 9.
The tournament included doubles,
mixed doubles, singles and target
tennis, beat the Eagles matches, a
silent auction and a re-opening celebration of Shadow Wood Country
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Club’s recent $4.8 million expansion.
“Shadow Wood members were
tremendously impressed with the
FGCU players,” said Keith Butterﬁeld, a participating SWCC member. “They were impressed with the
students’ talents and even more impressed with how personable, poised
and friendly the players were. FGCU
should be very proud of how well

these young men represented the
university.”
An on-court dinner was held for
the participants. Staff from Bonita
Community Health Center, which
served as the primary event sponsor, assisted in the celebration.
Proceeds from the celebration will
beneﬁt the FGCU men’s tennis team
during its upcoming season.

